
Name: __________________________ Period: ______ Date: __________ 

Ch 14 – China – Study Guide 
 

Xia Dynasty 
 Legendary first dynasty 

 May not have been a true 

dynasty 

 

Shang Dynasty 
 First real dynasty 

 Used oracle bones and 

practiced human 

sacrifice 

 The “happy ax” 

 

Zhou Dynasty 
 Longest lasting dynasty 

 Warring States Period 

 Time of philosophers: 

Lau Tzu (Laozi) and 

Confucius 

 

Qin Dynasty 
 China’s first emperor Qin 

Shi Huang Di 

 Unification of China 

 Standardization of 

weights, measures, and 

currency 

 

Han Dynasty 
 Organized government 

with Confucianism 

 Education and Respect 

 Civil Service Exams 

Period of Disunion Sui Dynasty 

220-589 AD 589-618 AD 

 Define and describe the Period of 

Disunion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Grand Canal –  

 

 

 Summarize the Sui Dynasty 

 
 
 

Tang Dynasty Song Dynasty 

618-907 AD 960-1279 AD 

 Empress Wu –  

 

 

 Summarize the Tang Dynasty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Summarize the Song Dynasty 

 
 
 
 
 

 Describe the “Age of Buddhism” 

 
 

 Describe how the Tang and Song improved 

agriculture.   

 

 

 

 

 How did the change in agriculture affect China? 

 
 
 

 Describe how city life and trade changed 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Paper –  

 

 

 

 Porcelain – 

 

 

 

 Woodblock printing –  

 

 

 

 Gunpowder –  

 

 
 

 

 Movable type –  

 

 

 

 Magnetic compass –  

 

 

 

 Paper Money – 

 

 



 What two principles did Confucius 

believe people should follow? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How did Confucianism change? 

 
 

 How did Confucianism influence 

Chinese government? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What was Neo-Confucianism and why 

did it appeal to many people? 

 

 

 Bureaucracy – 

 

 

 

 Civil service – 

 

 

 

 Scholar-official – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Yuan Dynasty (the Mongols) Ming Dynasty 

  618-1279 AD   1368-1644 AD 

 Define and summarize the Mongol Empire and 

their conquest 

 

 

 

 

 Genghis Khan – 

 

 

 Kublai Khan – 

 

 

 Marco Polo – 

 

 

 Describe life during the Yuan Dynasty 

 

 

 

 

 How did the Yuan Dynasty come to an end? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Describe the great sea voyages of the Ming Dynasty 

 

 

 

 

 Zheng He – 

 

 

 Forbidden City – 

 

 

 Great Wall (changes to it under the Ming) – 

 

 

 Isolationism – 

 

 

 Consequences of isolationism – 

 

 

 

 How did the Ming Dynasty change China? 

 

 



Name: __________________________ Period: ______ Date: __________ 

Ch 15 – Japan – Study Guide 
 

Sec. 1 – Geography 
and Early Japan 

Sec. 2 – Art and 
Culture in Heian 

Sec. 3 – Growth of 
Military Society 

 Describe the geography of Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How did Japan’s location both 

separate it from and tie it to 

China and Korea? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Structure –  

 

 

 Clans –  

 

 

 Shinto –  

 

 

 What did Japan learn from China 

and Korea? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prince Shotoku –  

 

 

 Regent –  

 

 

 

 Court –  

 

 

 Why did Heian become a center 

of culture? 

 

 

 

 

 Lady Murasaki Shikibu –  

 

 

 The Tale of Genji –  

 

 

 Briefly describe each of the 

following characteristics of 

Japanese society 

 

 Fashion –  

 

 

 Literature –  

 

 

 Visual Art –  

 

 

 Architecture –  

 

 

 Performing Arts –  

 

 

 How did Buddhism change in 

Japan? 

 

 

 

 

 Zen –  

 

 

 

 What was life like outside Heian 

in the late 1100’s? 

 

 

 

 

 Daimyo –  

 

 

 Samurai –  

 

 

 Figurehead –  

 

 

 Shogun –  

 

 

 What was the difference 

between the emperor and the 

shogun? 

 

 

 

 

 Bushido –  

 

 

 Describe the break down of 

Japan’s military society and 

how this led to Isolation 

 

 Foreign Invasion –  

 

 

 Internal Rebellion –  

 

 

 Unification –  

 

 

 Isolation –  

 
 

 
 


