The Parable of the Prodigal (Lost) Son

Luke 15:11-32

1Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. **The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share
of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. **"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had,
set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. **After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. *°So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. “°He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but
no one gave him anything. *""When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to
spare, and here | am starving to death! '8 will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you. ¥ am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 2350
he got up and went to his father.

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him. **"The son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and against
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.B" 22"Byt the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. *’Bring the fattened calf and kil it. Let's have a feast and
celebrate. **For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.

“'Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. *°So he called
one of the servants and asked him what was going on. *""Your brother has come,’ he replied, 'and your father has killed
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ **'The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So
his father went out and pleaded with him. *’But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you
and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | could celebrate with my friends. °But
when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'
v 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything | have is yours. **But we had to celebrate and be
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found." "

The Parable of Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37

%0n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher,” he asked, "what must | do to inherit eternal
life?" **"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

*’He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind'®: and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.™ 8You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. "Do this and you will
live." *But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

*In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. ¥30 too, a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. *3But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw
him, he took pity on him. *He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on
his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. %The next day he took out two silver coins® and gave them to
the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

*\Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

The Parable of a Wise Man's Foundation

Luke 6:46-49

**"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord," and do not do what | say? *’I will show you what he is like who comes to me and
hears my words and puts them into practice. “®*He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the
foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.
“*But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground
without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete."
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The Parable of the Sower

Matthew 13:1-9

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. “Such large crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. *Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A
farmer went out to sow his seed. “As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. °Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. °But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. "Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. ®Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown. °He who has ears, let him hear."

The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds

Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43

**Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. Byt while
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. *When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. ?""The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't
you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 281 An enemy did this,' he replied. "The
servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 2% 'No," he answered, 'because while you are pulling the
weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. *Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time | will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn." "

[A few verses later, an explanation is given:]

*Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the
weeds in the field."” *’He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. *®The field is the world, and
the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, *9and the enemy who sows
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. “%"As the weeds are pulled up and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. “IThe Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of
his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31

¥"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. “°At his gate was laid a
beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores ?land longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came
and licked his sores.

*>'The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was
buried. ?*In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. **So he
called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
because | am in agony in this fire.'

#'But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. *And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'

?"He answered, 'Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, *%for | have five brothers. Let him warn them,
so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'

9"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'

%0+ 1N, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

$"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from
the dead.""



